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Objectives: Gain practical experience in object conservation and preservation 
techniques. 

Background: The U.S. Army Heritage & Education Center (AHEC) has several object 
conservation projects underway which will provide excellent learning opportunities for 
students in specialized programs. 
 
Internship Description:   
 

Requirement: Research on the history of plastics developed and used by the 
Army is required for a new cooperative venture with the Smithsonian Institution and 
other organizations seeking to identify best practices plastics preservation. The  
preservation of plastics and other modern materials is starting to be researched more in 
depth by conservation scientists, and the Army collection has a wealth of plastics which 
are starting to deteriorate. The information gained will be sued to support the Army’s 
participation in this international effort. 

 
 Support: Tools and appropriate supervision by a professionally trained objects 
conservator. 
 
 Product: Project summary and presentation to AHEC staff at the conclusion of 
the internship. 
 
 
Applicability: This internship is applicable to public history and museum conservation 
and preservation majors. Aptitude in chemistry is a plus. 
 
 
Contact: Michael E. Lynch, Education Coordinator, (717) 245-3803 
michael.lynch@carlisle.army.mil.  

 
  
 

mailto:Amber.Tarnowski@us.army.mil

